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operation, the index is fully searched only for the first of
the sequential records. Subsequent records are located
through index nodes already in the system memory,
with subsequent index nodes being fetched from the
DASD only when the last index entry in the current
index node has been processed. When sequential re-
cords are written to the DASD, the index is fully
searched only for the insertion point for the first record.
For subsequent records, the same index node is updated
until there is insufficient room for index entry for the
latest record written to the DASD. At that time the
index node is split and index entries at higher levels of
the index are updated in a similar manner.

7 Claims, 20 Drawing Figures
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